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SUMMARY: Sixteen Syrian refugee youth aged 16-21 participated in photography classes,
mentorship opportunities, and workshops in communication, creative expression, and
presentation skills. Participants used photography to document their integration experiences in
Canada, culminating in an online exhibit

LINK: Click here to read the executive summary and here to learn more about the project

Photography was
a powerful form of

expression for *

refugee youth who
participated in Participants valued the

the program: new skills they gained through the
program — these included technical skills
(photography techniques) as well
as social skills.

*

Photography helped
youth express

themselves - this was
especially valuable for
those who felt that
people saw them
differently than how
they saw themselves.

Photography gave
participants some
control over how they present
themselves and their community to
the world. Youth highlighted the
importance of portraying a positive image
of Syria and combatting negative

stereotypes of newcomers.
Recommendations:

© More artistic programming should be made available.

© More opportunities for skills development should be available for refugee youth.

© Arts, such as photography, should be further used and explored as a method of refugee youth
expression.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the researchers and do not necessarily reflect
the official position of the Child and Youth Refugee Research Coalition.

This research was supported by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada.

I*I Social Sciences and Humanities ~ Conseil de recherches en C dlwl
Research Council of Canada sciences humaines du Canada ana El

Research Partners:

Ryerson NS CAD
University UNIVERSITY

OUNT

SAINT VINCENT
UNIVERSITY



https://cyrrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Mandrona-3H-Exec-Summary-V2.pdf
https://cyrrc.org/2021/01/20/flash-forward-photovoice-project/

