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Objective: This research examines differences in literacy and numeracy skills and the economic 
returns to these skills, for immigrants to Canada in different admission classes and their 
Canadian-born counterparts.

Justification: Canada is a major immigrant-receiving nation with individuals coming from different 
countries, economic backgrounds, and under various immigrant policies. There are numerous 
studies focused on the labour market performance of immigrants compared to Canadian-born 
individuals. However, there is little research studying differences in basic skills (e.g., literacy and 
numeracy) and the labour market returns among immigrant and Canadian-born subgroups. We 
extend the current literature by studying the labour market outcomes of immigrants in the host 
country to gain a deeper understanding of how basic literacy and numeracy skills are valued across 
population subgroups.
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FINDINGS

HOW WAS THE DATA OBTAINED

admitting immigrants to Canada

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the researchers and do not necessarily 
re�ect the o�cial position of the Child and Youth Refugee Research Coalition.

Thirty-eight percent of male immigrants are economic immigrants and 34% are family reunification 
class. The family reunification class accounts for 41% of all female immigrants, with economic 
immigrants accounting for 31%. The proportion of male refugees is almost double that of female 
refugees.
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